
CREATIVE WRITING: FALL, 2018  
Judith DeWoskin: email: dewoskin@aaps.k12.mi.us 
 
 Welcome writers. This is a one semester course divided equally into poetry and prose, 
roughly nine weeks for each. We will do in-class pieces that are like warm-ups, quick and 
rough, and longer pieces  at home that will be polished and reflect your focus, hard work, and 
time. Most long assignments will be due on Tuesdays. 
 
 This class bonds like no other because we listen to each others’ pieces. For everyone to 
feel safe and comfortable sharing work, we invite affirming, encouraging, accepting, even 
loving interactions, in both words and body language. Enjoy each other’s humor, depth, and 
bravery.  Smile; never slouch. 
 
 All major home assignments must be typed and double-spaced, 12 pt. font. I require 
hard copy; I do not want you to email me your work. Proofreading is a must; check for the 
mechanical errors you know you tend to make. I’ll certainly help you find the ones you don’t 
know you make. You wll need a notebook for notes and in-class assignments.      
 
 This term, Tracy Anderson and I are planning a lot of our assignments together. We 
also plan to help you produce a book of your writing. Like Free Verse, it will include student 
juried writing. Both Tracy’s and my sections will submit pieces for the book as well as solicit 
them from the entire student body and work on all aspects of the publication. 
 
 Your grade is about improvement and effort. You should expect a major assignment 
every six to nine days. They are usually worth 100 points. In-class exercises, designed by you 
and me, are 10 - 20 points. I am generous with points on assignments that are turned in on time. 
Late pieces lose 2 points per day, and after a week, I will only read your work quickly and give 
it 50% of what it would have been, with mercy points, if I feel they are deserved. You can 
always check your current grade in PowerSchool. Grades are cumulative; at nine week marking 
periods and at the end of the semester, we will calculate a percentage by dividing your points 
by the total possible. A zero with a small m means you were absent when an assignment was 
due, so you may make it up. A zero with no small m means you didn’t turn an assignment in, 
were unprepared. There will be a final portfolio project instead of any kind of exam. More on 
that later. 
 
 Tardiness and absence hurt your grade. One-fifth of your grade is based on class 
participation so you need to be here, be on time, and be prepared. Block scheduling, limits our 
number of meetings and makes each one even more significant, critical, wonderful.   
 
 I have selected many models to inform, inspire, and guide us. But I welcome your 
suggestions. And, if you know someone you think we should invite to read to us, poetry or 
prose, let me know soon. Finally, cell phones are a fact of life, but you may not use them in 
class. Tell me if your family is in emergency mode, and take any call from parents out in the 
hall. Texting suggests that the class bores you and that you are emotionally and intellectually 
absent; your class partipation grade will simply and quietly reflect this behavior in lieu of 
threats and clever punishments. Be responsible and polite—simple as that. I may not say 
anything, but I will see you and remember. Pop and coffee are fine if you clean up. Snacks are 
fine if you bring some for everyone. Who doesn’t still love birthday cupcakes?   

 


